TERMINATION   OF  THE   MANDATE
pointed to official deficiencies and to the King's own short-
comings as indicative that further concessions to 'Iraq's
independence were not justified. He also convinced H.B.M.
Government that King Faisal and his Ministers alone desired
treaty revision, citing in support of his statement the quiescence
of the very newspapers which at one time had been foremost in
demanding independence.*
As a result, the Treaty, signed in London, December I4.th,3
made little practical advance on the previous treaties. It did,
however, formally recognize in the preamble the need for the
revision of the Military and Financial Agreements eno longer
appropriate in view of the altered circumstances and of the
progress made by the Kingdom of 'Iraq.'3 It reiterated in
Article VIII the promise already given in July:
Provided the present rate of progress in 'Iraq is main-
tained and all goes well in the interval, His Britannic Majesty
will support the candidature of 'Iraq for admission to the
League of Nations in 1932.
The new Treaty found little favour in Iraq. The resignation
of two ministers, Yasln Pasha and Rashld 'All al-Gailam, soon
after its publication, December soth,4 was followed by that of
the Prime Minister, January yth. On the condition that the
Chamber be dissolved, 'Abdul Muhsin Beg as-Sacdun under-
took on January igth, to form a new Ministry pledged to pass
the Treaty and the revised Agreements. When, however,
negotiations on the Agreements were resumed, a deadlock was
reached. The High Commissioner would not accept the Iraq
1  The sudden and abrupt change in tone of the vernacular Press about this
time is inexplicable, particularly in view of the enthusiastic welcome to Kljng
Faisal, unprecedented in the history of Baghdad, on his return from negotiating
the Treaty.  In 'Iraqi circles the change has been attributed to the distribution
of sterling subsidies.
2 Accts. and Papers, 192*7 (Cmd. 2998), xxv1* 329-
3 The Treaty had been signed with the understanding that it would not be
ratified until these Agreements had been revised.
4 Al-Iraq, December soth, 1927.
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